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Year 3
Autumn Term 2026
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a good summer break with families and friends and the children are refreshed and ready for the year ahead. I have loved getting to know the children this week and look forward to all the fun filled learning and activities we have to look forward to this year! This is a big but exciting step for your children as they move to their first year in KS2 and we will spend some time getting used to any new routines and expectations! For those I haven’t yet introduced myself to name is Miss Connors and I am so pleased to be at Bartons Primary School!
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Learning Journey 

I have an exciting start to the year planned, with the introduction to our topic Stone Age to Iron Age. As part of this work, we will be visiting Butser Ancient Farm on Tuesday 13th October where we will see and experience different aspects of Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age life. 
English 

This term we will be studying the texts ‘The Stolen Spear’, ‘Stone age boy’  and ‘Wolf Road’. We will use them, combined with our History and Art lessons, to learn all about the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age. As well as continuing to build on our spelling, punctuation and grammar knowledge, we will be writing portal stories inspired by the books!
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Reading continues to be an important skill to develop and I really welcome your support in reading daily with your child. To help your child to reach their full potential I recommend reading at home for at least 15 minutes a day and it is super helpful for me if you could record this in their reading record so we can keep up to date with their progress. We encourage conversations between children and adults at home on the books they have read and to check their understanding by asking them related questions (if you would like any prompts with question types and variety please do ask). You are able to follow your child’s AR progress from home using the parent sign in option.
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Maths 
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Your child will be familiar with the Numicon approach and we will continue this into Year 3. They will have opportunities to learn new concepts this year as well as be reminded of and consolidate work from previous year groups. Please continue to support your child ‘s Maths learning at home by learning times tables and numbers facts together. There are some really fun and engaging ways you can do this including real-life situations, fun songs and TTRockstars. TTRS is a great resource that can be accessed from home as well as school. Fluency is an integral part of Maths and this programme helps the children to be able to recall these facts at speed.
PE 

Our PE sessions this term will take place twice a week – Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Children should come to school in their PE kit on these days. Please ensure that children have the correct PE kit, long hair tied up and earrings removed on PE days. Unfortunately, children will not be able to take part in PE lessons if they cannot remove their own earrings. 
Homework 

Weekly homework will be set on a Friday and should be uploaded onto Seesaw by the following Thursday morning (unless stated otherwise). They will have reading and Numbots/TT Rockstars daily and a Maths and English task weekly to complete. In addition, children will have one piece of topic homework to complete each half term – check Seesaw to see the menu for this term. 
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Essentials in Hazel class 
Please bring to school – 

• A named water bottle 

• A waterproof coat 
• A fruit snack for break time if your child would like one
• Reading book and reading record 

The children have been provided with a small pencil case with all the essentials for their learning. This will be kept in school so your child can keep all their lovely, personal pencil case/stationary at home. 

At the end of this letter I have attached some key dates for Year 3 – including some planned trips and events for the year with an estimate of cost – costs and dates will be confirmed closer to the events. Please note these trips and dates etc are subject to change during the year. 

Mrs Hollamby and I are looking forward to an exciting year in Year 3 and we can’t wait to get to know all the children and settle them back in after a lovely summer!
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to come and see us. 

Kind Regards,
Miss Connors
Year 3 key dates and events: 

	Term/Date
	Event
	ESTIMATED Cost and other details. 

	Monday 5th October 2026
	Harvest Festival Assembly
	A donation for the harvest festival collection (i.e tins, packets). 

	Friday 9th October 2026
	School Photos 
	N/A

	Tuesday 13th October 2026
	Butser Ancient farm school trip
	(a letter will be sent home with more details)

	3rd and 18th November 2026
	Parents Evening 
	N/A

	Friday 13th November 2026
	Non-Uniform Day for Xmas Fair 
	Donated Items TBC

	Friday 20th November 2026
	Children in Need – Non-Uniform Day
	£1

	Monday 30th November 2026
	2pm relaxed performance of KS1 production
	(a letter will be sent home with more details)

	Tuesday 1st December 2026
	2pm and 6pm KS1 production performances
	(a letter will be sent home with more details)

	Friday 11th December 2026
	Xmas Jumper Day
	£1

	Thursday 4th February 2027
	Whole class trip to Fishbourne Roman Palace
	(a letter will be sent home with more details)

	9th and 17th March 2027
	Parents Evening
	N/A

	Friday 19th March 2027
	Comic Relief Day
	£1

	Thursday 29th April 2027
	Class photo day
	N/A

	Friday 11th June 2027
	Non-Uniform Day for Summer Fair 
	Donated Items TBC

	Friday 25th June 2027
	Sports Morning
	

	Friday 9th July 2027
	Reports
	

	Monday 12th July 2027
	Changeover Morning
	N/A

	Friday 16th July 2027 
	Last day of school!
	


